INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2640

THE GULF,

COLORADO AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT /
AT BOBVILLE, TEXAS, ON
CTOBER 24, 1942




Rallroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consist:

Speed:

Operation:

Track:
Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

-2 .

SUMMARY

Gulf, Colorado and

October 24, 1942

Robville, Texas

Head-end collision

Freignt

239

1906-1609

40 cars, caboose

8 m. p. 0.

Inv-2640

Santg Fe

Frelgnt

Extra 3024 North
5024

52 cars, ceboos=2

Standing

Timetable and tresin orders;
accident occurred within

yard limits

Single; 2° curve; vertical curve

Partly cloudy

About 12:05 a. m.

2 killed

Accident caused by feilure
properly to control speed of
No. 239 within yard limits
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INTERSTATE COIIMERCE COMIISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2640

IN THE MATTIER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATICY RCPORTS
UNDZR THZ ACCIDINT RIPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1810.

’

THZ GULF, COLORADC AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY

December 11, 194%.

1942, caused

Accident at Bobville, Texas, on October 24,
d of No. 23S

by fallurc properly to control spce
witnin yard limite,

PATTERSOL, Commiggioncr:

3

On October 24, 1842, tnere was a head-end collision
between two freignt traine on the Gulf, Colorado end Santa
Fe Railway at Bobville, Texas, wnlca resulted in tae deatn
cf Two employees.

lunder sutnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled vprocesding was referred by tne
Commission to Commissioncr Pstterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Location of Accident and lMethod of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of tne Gulf Division
designated as tne Somerville District and extending between
Somerville and Conroe, Texas, a distance of 72.3 miles. In
the vicinity of the point of accident tnis is a single-track
line over wnicn trains are operated by timetable and train
orders. Tnere is no block system in use. The accident oc-
curred within yard limits on the maln track at a point 2,888
feet nortn of the station at Bobville and §,235 feet soutn of
tne nortnh yard-limit sign. A siding 3,358.5 feet in length
parallels the maln track on tne west. Tne accident occurred
at a point 45 feet north of thne north siding-switcn. Approacn-
ing from tne nortn there is a tangent 1.07 miles in lengtn,
wnicn is followed by a 2° curve to the left 869.8 feet to the
point of accident and 32.7 feet beyond. Approachning from the
soutn tnere is a tangent 3,760.6 feet 1n length, waich 1is
followed by tne curve on wnich tne accident occurred. Tne
grade for south-bound trairs is 0.91 percent descending 1,700
feet, tnen there are, in succession, a vertical curve 1,700
feet, a 1.28 percent ascending grad: 500 feet and a vertical
curve 275 feet to tne point of accident and 127 feet beyond.

Opereting rules read in part as follows:
DEFINITIONS.

Restricted Speed.--Proceed prepared to stop
snort of train, obstruction, or anything taat
may require tnhe speed of o train to be reduced. X

93. Stetions naving yard limits will be desig-
nated by special rule in time-teble.

Within yoard limits all trains and engines
may use tne main track, not protecting against
second or tnird class trains or extra trains,
but will give way as soon as possible upon tneir
approacn, All except first class trains will
move wltnin yard limits at restricted speed; tne
responsibility for accident witn respect to
second or tnird class or extra trains rests with
tne approecning train.

873. Wnen more than one engine is used in ¢
train, brakes must be operated from the leading
engine, automatic brake valves on all except
tne engine from wnich brakes are operated must
be cut out, % ¥ %
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Time-table special rules and regulationg provide as
follows:

12. The following etations nhave yard 1linite

(see General Rule No. 93): % % % Dohbin

Yard limits extends from yard limit board ‘
Soutn of Dobbin te yard 1limit board nortn of ’
Bobville), * # &,

The maximum authorized speed for freignt trairs is &0
mileg per hour.

Deccription of Accident

No. 239, a soutn-bound second-class frelgnt trein, con-
sisted at the time of the accident of engines 1908 and 1609,
coupled, 16 loaded and 3 empty freignt cars, £1 deadnesd
pssseﬁcer~equipment cars and a caboose. At Navasota, 20.7
mileg nortn of Sobville and the last open office, the crew
received a clearance card and cories of tro traln ordere, of
wnicn one was train order MNo. 132 reading in part as follows:

S 0€ and 1608 coupled
bville until twelve fifteen
* for Extrs 3024 MNortn

No 239 en
walt at B
1215 am *

No. 232 departed from Navasota &t 12 p. m., October 23, ac-
cording to tne dispatcher's record of movement of tr?lns, 3
nours late, passed the north yard-limit siga at Bobville and
walle moving at an estimated speed of 8 miles per nour 1t col-
lidad vitn Extra 3024 Nortn at a peint 5,235 feet soutn of the
nertn yard-1limit sign. The brakes of No. 239 nad b’ :: tested
previoucsly and they functioned preperly at all pointe wnere
ucsed en route.

Extra 3024 Nortn, a north-bound freignt train, consisted
at tne time of the occident of engine 3024, 45 loaded and 7
empty carg and a caboose. At Conroe, 23.3 milez south of
Bobville, thne crew received o clearance card ~nd coples of
two train orders, of wilch one weg trailn order No. 139, pre-
viously quoted. Extrs 3024 departed from Conros at 10:85

p. m., Ccteber 23, according to tine dispatcner's record of
movenent of trains, peseed Dobbi 1, 1 nmile scuta of Bobville
and_tne lnst oven office, nt 11:52 p. m., entered the siding
at Bob"ille and

ol topped wita tne front end of tne engine on
tne main rch 45 feet norta of the nortn giding-switen. Soon .
afterward it was struck by No. 239.

UJ

Becouse of vegetation on the ercst side o the track and
track curvature, the view.from the left side of o souta—oound
enpine of an engine standing at trhe point re tne oaccident



occurred is restricted to a dlgtahce of about 740 feet.

Tne engines of both tralns remained uprignt at the point
of impact. Tne engine truck, tne rilot and pilot-beam of en-
gine 1806, the first englne of No. 239, were detacned and
driven under tne axle of thne first pair of driving wnecsls. The
tender of engine 1906 stopped against the boillcr nead. The
front coupler of engine 1609, the second engine of Nec. 23S, and
the couplers between the first and second care were damaged.
Tae rear truck of the eleventn car was deralled tc the west and
tne car weg gligntly damaged. The twelfth car buckled and
gstopped, brdly damaged, across the track. The thirteentn car
was deresiled and coztroyed. Tne fourteentn cer was derailed
and consideiably demaged. The engine truck and the Nos. 1 and
2 pairs of driving wneels of engine 3024, of Extra 3024 North,
were deralled and tne front end was considerably damaged.

It was partly cloudy at the time of the accident, wnich
occurred about 12:05 a. m.

Tne employees killed were tnc engineer ard tne fireman
cf tne first engine of Ho. 239.

Discueslion

Tne rules governing oreration on the line involved provide
tnat witnin yzrd limits trains and englnee may use the main
track witncut protecting ageingt second-class, inferior-class
and extre treins. All except first-class tresins must be oper-
ated prepared Lo stop short of train, obstruction or anytning
tnat may require tne speed of a train to be reduced. Tne
surviving employees understood these requirements.

Ag No. 239 wss approacning the norta yerd-1linit sicn at
Bcbville, tne speed was 18 or 20 miles per nour. The trein
alr-brake system was in the cnarge of the engineer of the
first engine. VWnen the enginee reacned a point about E0O0 feet
nortn of the nortn siding-switech, tne fireman of tne second
engine obgerved that the engine of Extra 3024 Nortn was stand-
ing con trie main track in tne vicinlty cf tne switecn, and ne
called 2 warning to nis engineer. Tne enginser of the second
engine attempted to open the double-necading cock of nis engine
to enable nim to make a brake application, but thne bralkee were
applied before hne compnleted nis action. The gnead of lo. 239
was about 8 miles per nour at tne time of the collision. Thne
engincer and the fireman of the first engine of No. 239 were
killed in tne accident.

Ag Extra 3024 Nortn was approacning the point where tne
accident occurred, tne speed was about 4 miles per nour. Tne



1
(o]
|
[q]
(o7}
H
O

froent braxeman, who was in the vicinity of the nortn siding-
switen, raw NMo. 239 approaching and gave stop esignals. Tne
ercincer of Extra 3024 stovped his train by an spplication

cl tiae engine and tender vraies just before the collislon
cc 1

tne rules tne gpeed of eacnh train was required to .
rolled that each could be stopred short of a train,
obstrue r or switch not properly lined. Since Extra 3024
etopped Tore the colligslon occurred, tnois train wes being
operated 1n accordance witn the yard- 1im1t rule. IT tn

cspeed o1l lo. u9 nad been contrclled in accordance wita tre
vard-1limit rule, tnle accident would not nave occurred.

a
be so con
t

Cause

It is found thnt tnis accident wae caused by fellure
properly to control thne speed of No. 232 moving witnin yard
limits

Dated at Wasgnington, D. C., trnis cleventn
)
lay of December, 1942,

By the Commigsicn, Commigeioner Pattercson.



